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Attention is drawn to the fact that the college suffers from
two causes and has so suffered for many years. The uni-

versity arrangements of the country to which the college
is linked are marred by serious defects, which have been
frequently pointed out, but are not yet remedied, and, in
addition, nothwithstanding all that has been done for the
college in recent years, it still needs much larger pecuniary
support.

The Health of Belfast.
From the report presented to the monthly meeting of the

corporation of the city of Belfast on Oct. 2nd it appears that
the death-rate during September was 16’ 9, contrasted with
18’ 0 in September of last year, and last week it was only 13’ 7,
while the death-rate from zymotic diseases was 0’ 9, the
lowest ever recorded in Belfast. Between August 20th and
Sept. 16th 238 cases of zymotic disease have been notified-
namely, 90 of enteric fever, 62 of scarlet fever, 57 of simple
continued fever, 1 of "fever, 15 of erysipelas, 11 of diph-
theria, and 1 each of puerperal fever and membranous croup.
There were 66 deaths from zymotic disease, 72 from phthisis,
and 30 from respiratory complaints. A deputation from the
citizens’ committee appeared -before the corporation in
reference to the conditions of the tramway contract and one
of the members having pointed out the way in which the men
employed by the corporation did nothing the Lord Mayor
pluckily admitted that he was afraid their men did not work
as well as contractors’ men. "There was no use," he said,
’’ beating about the bush and that was the reason the

corporation gave out all the work (to contract) they could.
Oct. 3rd. 

___________________

PARIS.
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Dangerous Reszclts of Injecting Paraffin under the Skin of
the Nose.

AT a meeting of the Medical Society of Nancy M. Rohmer
described the case of a woman who suffered from well-
marked " saddle nose " due to syphilitic disease of the nasal
bones. In the hope of improving her appearance a medical
man injected paraffin subcutaneously on five occasions at
intervals of two or three weeks. At the last injection severe
pain was suddenly felt in the left eye which imme-
diately became blind. The injections of paraffin, more-

over, had not only not lessened the nasal deformity but
had even aggravated it by giving rise to prominences
which invaded the forehead and the cheeks on each
side of the nose. Continuing his remarks, M. Rohmer
explained the method of performing these injections, but
he devoted most attention to the ocular or intra-orbital
lesions which had occurred in five or six cases in circum-
stances analogous to those now described. These lesions had
in every instance followed the injection of paraffin or

vaseline under the skin of the nose or face and were

commonly said to consist in embolism of the central artery
of the retina. The injections, however, did not cause

embolism of this artery, and in like manner injections of
vaseline-paraffin into the breast did not cause arterial
embolism although they had sometimes been followed
by venous embolism in the lungs. The explanation of
the effects produced in the eyes was that a small

quantity of the injected material had entered one of
the venous branches which anastomose freely on the

nose, the forehead, the eyelids, and the cheeks; these
venous branches emptied themselves into the angular
vein and the foreign body would be carried by the blood
stream into the orbital cavity which the angular vein
traversed on its way to the cavernous sinus. Now in its
passage through the orbit the angular vein has for its con-
tinuation the ophthalmic vein which receives the central vein
of the retina, and it was easy to understand that if the
ophthalmic vein was obstructed by a morsel of paraffin on
the proximal side of the central vein of the retina the
latter would be obstructed also and would be thrombosed
without any production of arterial embolism. This view was
further supported by the ophthalmoscopic appearances of the
fundus oculi in the patient seen by M. Rohmer, for the veins
were greatly dilated and in their course droplets of blood
were to be seen, indicating rupture in certain places.

The Origin of Lactose.
At a meeting of the Academy of Sciences held on

Sept. llth M. Porcher said that in his opinion all forms of
hyperglycaemia in milch animals tended to the pro-
duction not of glycosuria but of lactosuria. In order
to prove this he gave injections of aseptic hypertonic
or isotonic solutions of glucose to cows, bitches, and

goats in full milk, the injections being made under
the skin, into the peritoneum, or through the teats into the
udder. By the results of these experiments he was led to
the following conclusions. The activity of a mammary
gland being given, a similar gland seemed to be capable
(1) of elaborating from the normal glucose of the blood the
lactose which passed in solution into the milk ; and (2) of
in like manner transforming into this latter variety of sugar
an excess of glucose which was presented to it either experi-
mentally or pathologically. But, assuming that the glandular
activity remained constant, if more glucose was supplied than
it was capable of converting into milk sugar mammary
insufficiency was the result. There was also mammary
insufficiency when the activity of the gland was impaired
without the quantity of glucose being increased. From this
it was evident that all forms of hyperglycsemia, whether
produced experimentally, physiologically, or pathologically,
occurring in favourable circumstances in animals the
mammary glands of which were in full activity, gave rise
to lactosuria, provided always that the hyperglycsemia was
not excessive.

Kidney Disease and Vibratory Movements of the Eyelids.
At a meeting of the Academy of Sciences held on

Sept. 18th M. Ullmann said that vibratory winking was a
truly pathognomonic sign of kidney disease. This symptom
showed itself especially when the disease was in an early
stage, and it might therefore be of great value by indicating
the existence of a lesion which had not yet become serious
and might even be limited to simple irritation. Vibratory
winking, according to M. Ullmann, showed itself by pre-
ference in the upper eyelids, generally in only one of
them, and seldom in the lower lids or in the external
canthus. The winking might continue for a period
varying from a few minutes to half an hour er more. M.
Ullmann considered that the phenomenon of vibratory wink-
ing was due to an auto-intoxication which took effect on the
visual organs and principally on the nervous filaments arising
from the fifth pair and from the facial nerve. It might be
mentioned in support of this hypothesis that vibratory wink-
ing was in the majority of cases associated with myosis.

The Creation of Bureaux d’Hyyiene.
The President of the French Republic has just issued a

decree authorising the creation of public health departments
(bureaux d’hygiene). It is hereby provided that in the
districts (communes) in which such departments have to
be formed the municipal council shall hold a meeting to
decide on the number of officials to be appointed, their
remuneration, the site of the premises required for the pur-
pose, and the measures to be taken for meeting the outlay.
Furthermore, the municipal council shall either establish a
public health laboratory or shall make arrangements for
having the laboratory work of its district handed over to
some municipal, public, or private laboratory. The mayor
shall select the principal officer of the department from
among persons whose competence is recognised on the ground
of their qualifications (titres) by the Comite Consultatif
d’Hygiene Publique de France. Principal officers in charge
of existing health departments are not required to submit
their qualifications to this committee. The subordinate officials
may hold their appointments simultaneously with other muni-
cipal posts. Reports of the meetings of the municipal
councils will be sent by the prefects to the conseil

d’hygiene. If in consequence of statements made to him

by the departmental conseil d’bygiene the prefect considers
that the steps taken by the municipal council are inadequate
he shall invite that council to reconsider them and he is,
moreover, authorised to interfere in case of neglect of

duty or extravagance on the part of the municipal council.
The expenses of a public health department are divided
into two classes. Those which are concerned with
disinfection in towns of 20,000 inhabitants and upwards
are defrayed by the towns and by the State. The
expenses which are incurred for other purposes under
the law of Feb. 15th, 1902, are shared between the towns,
the departments, and the State. Expenses charged under
both the above headings are distributed between the two
classes proportionately to the amount of the other expenses
charged therein. Permission may be given for several
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districts to combine for the purpose of establishing one de- r
partment of public health. The provisions of this decree 1
are applicable to the city of Paris and to the other conultunes t

of the department of the Seine. 
The International Congress on Tuberculosis. 

This Congress w s formally opened by the President of the 
r

Republic in the Grand Palais at 2 P.M. on Oct 2nd. The
meeting was entirely devoted to the speeches delivered hy 
the official representatives of the various countries taking
part in the Congress. M. Louhet was on the platform and
aroand him were the German, British, Spani..h, Italian. and
American Ambassadors, the President of the Congress, the
venerable Professor Herard, several Ministers, the general
secretary of the congress, Dr. Letulle, the delegates of
foreign Governments, and the members of the French com-
mittee. Professor Herard, who was the first speaker, referred
to the work of the 1 r.-ceding congresses on tuberculosis held
in 1867, 1888, 1891, 1893, and 1898, after which he reviewed
the work of the conferences held in Berlin, Naples,
London, and Copenhagen. In the next place he d’ scribed
the leading features of the measures adopted in Germany
which has multiplied its sanatoriums, and in Great
Britain which has considerably diminished its mortality
from tuberculosis by improving the conditions under which
the lower classes live. The foreign delegates then spoke&mdash;
namely, Surgeon General Dr. Scheming (Germany), Dr.
Theodore Williams (Great Britain) Professor von Swhtor.ter

(Austria), M. Beco (Belgium), M. Zolotovitz (Bulgaria, Dr.
’Eapinay Capo (Spain), Dr. Beyer (United States of America),
Dr. Hutyra (Haugary), Professor Baccelli tItaly), Dr. Divfl
(Argentine Republic), Professor Bahes (Roumania). Dr. Rapt-
chenski (Russia), Dr. Hansen (Sweden), and Dr. Schmidt

(Switzerland); a representative of China al’.o spoke. The

general secretary then gave a sketch of the work

accomplished by the organising committee since 1901,
after which he described the subdivision of the Con-

gress into sections as mentioned in THE LABCET of

Sept. 30rh, p. 1000. Finally, the President of the Republic
rose and expressed his thanks to the foreign Go ern-
ments which had accepted the invitation given by France
and had sent official representatives. He then said that

although the statistics on the suhject were not entirely re-
assuring he was nevertbele.s disposed to take a cheerful
view and to believe in the ultimate success of the combined
efforts which all nations were making against tuberculosis.
In conclusion turning to Profes-or Herard, who has entered on
his eighty-sixth year, the President congratulated him on his
green old age and expressed the hope that he would be enjoy-
ing as good health and strength when the next congress
came to be held. Before leaving the Grand Palais the Presi-
dent walked through the galleries on the ground floor
occupied by the Tuberculosis Exhibition.

The Surgical Congress.
The French Surgical Association opened its eighteenth Con-

gress on Oct. 2nd in the large amphitheatre of the Family
of Medicine under the presidency of Dr Chauvet, 1II&eacute;dea’in
inspecteur of the army. The members who were prtsrnt
included the majority of the principal clinical teachers in the
great hospitals of Paris and the provinces. After the

delivery of an ad iress by the President and the reading of the
general secretary’s report the Congress proceeded to di-cus-;
the first subject on the official programme-namely. Con-
servative Surgery in Injuries of the Limbs. Dr. Nirnifr,
Dr. Le Dent.u, Dr Monod, and Dr. Kirmisson of Paris were
the principal speakers. On Oct. 3rd, at the Hotel des
Society Savantes, M. Doyen gave the members of the

Congress a demonstration of microscopic preparations not
previously exhibited bearing on the subject of the etiology
of cancer.

, Oct. 3rd. 
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The TisrkisA Public Baths.
ONE of the greatest and most dangerous sources of dis-

semination of infectious diseases in Turkey are the public
baths. The latter are just as numerous in Constantinoplt-
and in the Ottoman Empire generally as the mosques. A
Turk cannot live without his bath. It is a part of his

religion to visit it frequently at certain regular intervals. To :

be a "hamamji," the possessor of a pllhlic bath, is rather
an honourable business with the Mussulman. The Turk

spends in it his best idle hours of a most exqnisite
dolce far 7edente. He loves his hamam" almost as

much as his harem. It is not an exaggeration to

say that the Turkish women spend half of their life
in baths. The fair sex enjoy with the Turks a life
of perfect irlleness. Taking no part whatever in public
or social affairs a Turkish woman spends her existence
in harem and in "harnarns indulging in the smoking of
cigarettes or of the traditional " nargtii]6h," in rnaking her
toilet, and in gossiping. When a Turkish woman goes to ,

take her bath she wakes very extensive preparations. She 
invites her best friends to share the bliss of the " hamam,"
takes food with her, and remains in the bath the whole day.
The rich Osmanlis have their own baths which are verv fre-

quently equipped in a most luxurious manner. The numerous
public "haruams," however, accessible to all and everybody, 
and being without any medical supervision as well as without
any sanitary or hygienic arrangements, are very often the
cause of the spreading of most loathsome skin diseases and 
of every variety of internal contagious affections. In a

public bath in Turkey there are no separate compart-
ments. All bathe in one room and frequently use hot
or cold wtter from the same basin. One can easily
understand, therefore, why these "hamams" are such
a dreaded source of danger to public health. The Turkish
Government, recognising the fact (somewhat too late, but
this is always the way of acting of the easy going Ojmanli),
ordered lately that each Turkish bath should be bel ceforth
inspected, at regular intervals, by a sanitary commission
so as to see that, the " hamams " are disinfected and possess

necessary hygienic arrangements.
7 he Sacred Caravans.

Another not less formidable source of dissemination of
disease are the so-called sacred caravans of the Moslems.
The pilgrimage to Mecca and Medina and the returning
homewards ot the faithful Islam worshippers are always
accompanied with the spread of one epidemic or another.
The inland Camaran in the Red Sea, the cities Ehou Saoud
and Vasset.. as well as the seaport Jaffa, which lie en route
to the holy places of Mahomedanism, are some of the
chief centres from which such spread of contagion takes
place. These places possess laz trets. Their medical staff,
however, is verv det1l’&Igrave;t nt and the means granted for their

upkeep are scanty. Lately the Turkish Government has taken
a forward movement to remedy matters. The management
of the lazaret at Camaran has been intrusted to an able
medical otticrr of health, Dr. Delpio. He has been sent
there at the head of a special sanitary commission with 

,

powers to take every possible precautionary measure in order
to prevent dissemination of epidemics by the pilgrims.
20,000 Turkish lirds have been asked for the purpose of
introducing at Camaran the necessary sanitary reforms. The
above mentioned cornmission will inquire into the matter
and will also visit and inspect all the lazaret stations on the
Red Sea.

A Small-pox Antitoxin.
The distinguished Turkish physician, Dr. Rifaat Hussa-

meddine Pasha, professor at the medical school of Oonstanti-
nople and di’ectur of the small-pox establishment, has com-
municated to the medical faculty that he has discovered an
antitoxic serum against small-pox. A special commission,
consisting of Processor Hamdi Pasha, Professor Aristidi
Pasha, Professor Djelil Ismail Pasha, and Professor Hamdi
Bey, has been appointed to test the new serum and to report
the results of the testing.

Turkish Druggists. and Dispensers.
The Turkish newspaper Hakikat, published in Constanti

nople, notices with expressions of great satisfaction that the
number ot druggists and dispensers has considerably inert a-ed
of late. The druggists’ shops established by Osmar lis in
the Turkish metropolis amount at present to 29. In for ner
days, remarks the Turkish journal, Mo-lems were quife averse
to the profession of a pharmacist. The reason of that, aversion
lay in the rather interesting fact of the Mussulman having,
generally speaking, little or no faith in the healing capacity

, of drugs. The Orientals, as is well known, credit tnlismans,
praters, and charms of every description as possessing more
healing power than any drugs or any medical man however
skilful. Hakikat says that this state of affairs is beginning


